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Domestic Violence in the Christian Home 
  

Abuse and Divorce  
Rev. Chris Moles  

 

How Do We Look at Domestic Violence Biblically? 

• Abuse and Image of God  
• Abuse and the Will of God 
• Abuse and the Heart of God 

“None of us can escape the brokenness of our world. We are sinful, hurting people in a universe 
groaning under the curse of sin. The reality of physical and sexual abuse in our world provides a 
blatant and painful proof of this brokenness.”           – John Henderson   

Abuse is SIN 

How Do We RESPOND Biblically? 

Safety, suffering, and the sovereignty of God. 

There are many great truths available to us in suffering.  

• Purpose in pain. (Romans 8:28-29) 
• Provision in pain. (1Cor. 10:13) 
• Power found in enduring pain. (James 1) 
• Promise in the pain. (Hebrews 4:14-16) 

In cases of abuse, a theology of suffering alone may prove dangerous. (Proverbs 6:15-18, 
Jeremiah 22:3-4, James 1:27) 

“Domestic violence is always on an escalating pattern. It always gets worse… Whatever my gut 
instinct is about a particular marriage, or a particular husband I can never say to a woman, 
“well, you won’t be a statistic, or your husband is a non-escalating sinner.” I must look at each 
woman I counsel as a statistic in the making.”                     – Jeffery Black (CCEF) 

“Do not be overcome by evil but overcome evil with good.” Romans 12:21 

• It is good to protect yourself from violent people.   Proverbs 27:12 
• It is good to expose deeds done in darkness.   Ephesians 5:11 
• It is good to speak the truth in love.             Ephesians 4:25 
• It is good to stop someone from sinning against you when possible.  (Matthew 18:15-18; 

James 5:19-20; Proverbs 19:19) 



www.chrismoles.org	
	

• It is good for someone to experience the consequences of his /her behavior Galatians 6:7 
• It is good to see the fruits of repentance before reconciling.     Genesis 42-45 
• It is good to be gracious to your enemy.                Romans 12:20 

Separation?  

• When there is a lack of safety. 

• When physical problems in the body are indicative of extreme stress 

• When emotional stress is unbearable 

• When all else has been tried to wake a partner up to his/her destructive ways  

“Your own conduct and actions have brought this upon you. This is your punishment. How bitter 
it is. How it pierces to the heart.”       Jeremiah 4:18 

 

The Bible, Abuse, and Divorce 

#1. Does God Hate Divorce? 

“I hate divorce,’ says the LORD God of Israel”    Malachi 2:16a(NIV) 

“…and I hate a man's covering himself with violence as well as with his garment," says the 
LORD Almighty. So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith.” Malachi 2:16b (NIV) 

“The man who hates and divorces his wife,” says the Lord, the God of Israel, “does violence to 
the one he should protect,” says the Lord Almighty. So be on your guard, and do not be 
unfaithful.”                          Malachi 2:16 (NIV-2011) 

“For the Lord, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away: for one covereth violence with 
his garment, saith the Lord of hosts: therefore take heed to your spirit that ye deal not 
treacherously.”            Malachi 2:16(KJV) 

“For the man who does not love his wife but divorces her, says the Lord, the God of Israel, 
covers his garment with violence, says the Lord of hosts. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and 
do not be faithless.”             Malachi 2:16 (ESV) 

If he hates and divorces his wife,” says the Lord God of Israel, “he covers his garment with 
injustice,” says the Lord of Hosts. Therefore, watch yourselves carefully, and do not act 
treacherously.”                        Malachi 2:16 (Holman) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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#2. Jesus and the Law?  

“Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 
“What did Moses command you?” he replied. They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a 
certificate of divorce and send her away.” “It was because your hearts were hard that Moses 
wrote you this law,” Jesus replied. “But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and 
female.’ ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the 
two will become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has 
joined together, let no one separate.” When they were in the house again, the disciples asked 
Jesus about this. He answered, “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman 
commits adultery against her. And if she divorces her husband and marries another man, she 
commits adultery.”                    Mark 10:2-12 

Two Views 

The Easy School vs. The Rigid School 

“If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds something 
indecent about her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from 
his house.”                              Deuteronomy 24:1 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

# 3. And, What About Exodus 21?  

“If he marries another woman, he must not deprive the first one of her food, clothing and marital 
rights. If he does not provide her with these three things, she is to go free, without any payment 
of money.”                  Exodus 21:10-11 

Remember – Lesser to Greater 

“For Scripture says, "Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain," and "The worker 
deserves his wages."          1Timothy 5:18 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

#4. Wait, is that possibly what Paul is referring to in 1 Corinthians? 

“To the married I give this command (not I, but the Lord): A wife must not separate from her 
husband. But if she does, she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. And a 
husband must not divorce his wife. To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a 
wife who is not a believer and she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her. And if a 
woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her, she must not 
divorce him. For the unbelieving husband has been sanctified through his wife, and the 
unbelieving wife has been sanctified through her believing husband. Otherwise your children 
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would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. But if the unbeliever leaves, let it be so. The brother 
or the sister is not bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live in peace. How do you 
know, wife, whether you will save your husband? Or, how do you know, husband, whether you 
will save your wife?”         1Corinthians 7:10-16 
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